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Proclamation No. 209/2014

A proclamation Issued to provide for the Re-

amendment of the Amhara National Regional
State Judicial Administration Commission

Establishment Proclamation
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Proclamation No0.209/2014

TheAmhara National Regional State Judicial

Administration Commission Establishment

Proclamation Re-amendment Proclamation

WHEREAS, one ,and the major, of the fundamental
factors that help to realize the constitutionall guaranteed
independence of the judiciary is to have aneural judical
administration which is organized in amanner free from
the influence of government organas or officialdom so

that it would properly discharge its duies;

WHEREAS,it has therefore become necessary to enact
special legal provisions cencerning the recruitment of
judges at all levels, as well as promotion, appointment,

transfer, discharge and discipline of judges;
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WHEREAS, it has been found necessary to revise again
and strengthen the judicial adminisration commission, of
powers and its prganization, by recognizing the business
process preengineering study and the promoted ideas, that
same be alble to direct or lead the region’s courts’ judicial

independence and accountablility with a balance system;

WHEREAS,

ethical issue’s administration process shall be quick,

it has been found necessary to make the

accessible and effective;
WHEREAS, it has been found necessary to revise and
collect together the revised proclamations issued in

different times;

Pursuant to Article 149/Sub-article 3/1/of the revised
National Regional constitution, vested with its power this

proclamation.

PART ONE

General Provisions

1. Short Title

This proclamation may be cited as “the Amhara National

Regional State Judicial Administration commission
Establishment Proclamation Re-amendment proclamation

No. 209/2014.”

2. Definitions

Unless the context otherwise regires, in this proclamation:

1. “Constitution” Means the revised Constitution of
Amhara National Regional State of 2001.

2. “Council” means the Amhara National Regional
State Council.

3. “Zonal Commission” means the sub-judicial
Administration Commission established at Regional
level by this proclamation.
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. “Zonal

. “Defense Lawyer”

commission” means the sub-judicial
Administration Commission to be established at

Regional level by this proclamation.

. “Court” means the courts established at wvarious

hierarchies including Regional, High and Woreda

Courts Pursuant to Article 67(1) of the constitution.

. “Judge” means a nautral person appointed by the

Council, to carry out judicial duties in all courts
established at various hierarchies in accordance with
article 68 of the constitution.

. “Registrat” means a natural person appointed by the

Regional Commission to carry and administrative and

court related duties in the courts of the Region.

means a legal professional
appointed b the commission to act as lawyer for those
charged with heave criminal offences by courts of
theRegion and who can not afford to hire their own

lawyers.

. “Appointeees of the commission” means including the

head of commission office, proces owner, defense
lawyer, registrar,kadis and others, who shall be

appointed and nominated.
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10. “Office of the commission” means an office of the
that shall be

organized, pursuant to sub —article /3/ of Article 4 of this

judicial administration commission

proclamation.

11.“Infficiencey of fundamental work ability and
quickness” means shall get aresult below the specified

regional judges’ evaluation of job performance.

3. Gender lIssue
In this proclamation, the specified issue for masculine

gender shall also include the feminine gender.

PART TWO
Re-Establishment of Judicial Administration

Commission, commpostiion, Responsiblity and

Meeting procedure

4. Establishment of the Regional Commission

1. The regional judicial administration commission
hereafter called “commission” has been re-established

by this proclamation.

2. The commission shall have its own office the office
shall be accountable to the commission.

3. Pursuant to this proclamation the office shall have
budgetm allocated by the regional government; shall be
organized as an entity of the Supreme Court, performs

its activities with full freedom.
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B.. Composition of members of the Commission

1.The region’a assemebly members shall be the

following, pursuant to this proclamation:

A/ President of the supreme court.......... Chairperson
B/ Vice president of the supreme court....... members
C/ Two representatives of the council ...... members
D/A Judge of the supreme Court............. member

E/ Two judges of the high courts.............. members

F/ Three judges of the woreda court........ members
G/ The head of justice Bureau or a representative

............. members

H/ The head of the advocates or a representative of

region’s association ....... member
¢/ CAAN QBT TTONC DAL OR9° IALD. | |/ The head of the region’s women association or the
neescnt 1h +oh g ANAL representative,where the head is not presented--- member
N/ NHN%®. L7.009° A7 3P 1000--- J/ One prominet person, who shall be nominated with the
FUTAY assembly ............ member

2.0NA0.@. N9LSCN T 0 PmPAL  «CL | 2. Where the chairperson is not presente, the deputy

0Nt Pt TENSTE A NANe? et
LAC-AN::

president of the Supreme Court shall delegate and

wort the chairperson.
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6. Selection of the Regional Commission Members

1. Two representatives of the council indicated in Article
5/1/C of this proclamation shall be selected by the council
to partake in the Regional Commission following
confirmation that they are not members of the Regional

Council’s Legislative and executive bodies.

2. Judges indicated in Article 5/D//E/ and /G/ of this
proclamation who are to serve as members of the regional
commission shall be elected by vote; the selection of these
judges shall be carried out according to the directive to the

issued by the president of the supreme court of the Region.

7. Powers and Duties of the Regional Commission

1. Being accountable to the council, the Regional
commission in accordance withe this proclamaton,

shall have the following powers and duties:

A/ To dentify the candidate judges who are competent to
judiciary activity; pursuant to Article 22 of this
proclamaation, among individuals who apply to be judges
for courts, which are established in various levels; present
them for appointment to the council; place them when
they are appointed; select and nominate the process
owners and the chairperson of the supreme court, who are
related to the judiciary activites, presented with the

commission;
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B/To decide on matters pertinent with transfer from zone
to fone, allowance, promotion, medication and same other

incentives of the high and woreda courts judges;

C/To prepare and present, to the council, the regulation on
the conduct and discipline of judges, and execute same
when approved,;

D/ Taset up performance evaluation system of judiciary
activeties that the judges shall be directed; follow up its
implementatio; issue the initial regional transfer of

directives;

E/ To examine and decide on disciplinary charges against
judges of the supreme court and the presidents of the

zonal high courts;

F/ To examine, approve, amend, and repeal the first stase
decisions regularly passed by zonal sub-commissions,
pertinent with transfer of the woreda judges, on the raised
grievances of the appointment of A -NA N, &4+ and on
the issue of discharged from their (poisitions) , as well

as, discipline and the like issues;
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G/ To appoint, assign salary, promotion, transfer
allowance and other incentives; as well as, decide on
dismisal of the commission appointees, presented with the
president; as deemed as neccary, issue derectives of the

performance;

H/ To issue regulation of the judges and the commission

appointees; follow up its implementation;

I/ To issue directives that the commission office is

governed;

J/To decide the amount of allowance to be paid, when the

commission members hold on meeting;

K/ Pursuant to the regulation of performance evaluation,
shall discharge appointees of the commission,who shows
insufficient tangible work’s ability and less speed, those
who could not perform their activities due to illness; or
assign them to the relevant position; pass the discharge
decisions to be approved, to the council with regard to

judges;

L/ Perform other legal activities that are connected with
the task charasteristics.
2. Without prejudice to the provision state under alphabet
(F) of sub-article 1 of this Article; notwithstanding
submitted grievance, pursuant to sub-article/3/ of Article
12 of this proclamation; the commission shall not be
suspended, to decide the first stage discipline casess after
examined by its own initative, cause to be seen sorted
again or see itself; believing that the case which hurt the

region’s public justice sense and on the cases that were



rendered by low sub commissions.
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for, in article 68 (3) of the constitution.

5. Where a judge commits a serious disciplinary offence
or charged with abreach of conduct, which causes the
commission to believe that the contiued presence of the
judge brings harm, the commission shall suspend the
judge who is paid sadary, until the regional commission
exzmins and decides upon the case.

6. Where the commission, following a consideration of
the case, finds the suspended judge for the time being
guilty of the offence, present to the council to be
dismissed from his/her responsibility; pursuant to the
provision stated, in sub article /4/ of Article 66 of the

constitution.
6. 71%m h(vy ha¥ oy N3A Mé+§ PF

L1T@ ATRLT ALHO 372 P &P @Y
8% NUT-TM9N+ AT 66 0N

AT /4/ N+LRT 7170 awWlt hpy
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8.Meeting procedures of the Commission

1. The Regional commission shall hold a regular meeting
once every two months; however, ti may meet at any time
where found necessary.

2. There shall be a quorum where two- third of
commission members are present.

3. Decisions of the Commission shall be passed by a
majority vote; in case of a tie, wherever, the chair person
shall have a casting vote.

4. A judge who is a member of the commission, and
against whom disciplined proceedings are instituted, may
not sit in meetings of the commission while his case is
under investigation.

5. Without prejudice to the stipulated sub-article 1-4 of
this Article, the commission may issue its own regulation
of meeting procedure, as deemed as necessary.

9.Establishment of the Zonal Commission

Pursuant to Article 2(4) of this Article, the Zonal Judicial
Administration Sub-Commission hereinafter referred to as
“Zonal Commission”, is hereby established by this
proclamation.
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10.Composition of Zonal commission members
1.Pursuant to this proclamation, the Zonal commission

shall have the following members:

A/ Zonal high Court President.............. Chair person
B/Two high court Judges................ Members
C/Three Woreda court Judges.......... Members

D/A representative of conmcerned Zonal Justice branch

E/A representative of the zonal advocates association

branch office of the region...................... Members

F/ Two members of the nationality council in the
nationality administrations or two regional council
representatives who are not regional commission
members in those zonal administrations where councils

are not established............. members

G/ The head of regional women’s association or a
representative where the absence of the head....member

2.Pursuant to the provisions of sub-article 1 (A-C) of this
Article, high Court and Woreda court Judges nominated to
serve as members of the zonal commission shall not also
serve as members of Regional Commission in recordance

with the Regional Commission in accordance with the

provisions of Article 4(5 and 6) of this proclamation
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11. Selection of Zonal Commission Members

Pursuant to Article 10 sub-article(1)(B) and (C) of this
proclamation, the High Court and Woreda Court Judges to
serve as members of Zonal Commission shall be
nominated by election; the election process shall be
executed by the directive to be issued by the president of
the supreme Court of the Region.

12.Power and Duties of the Zonal Commission

Being accountable to the Regional Commission, the Zonal
commission shall have the following powers and duties:

1. To take the necessary disciplinary measures against
Zonal High and Woreda Court Judges, registrars and
defense lawyers, where they are found guilty of
offence; it shall announce any case to the chairperson
of regional judges commission within 15 days after
taking its measures;however, where the committed
offence is not of the kind that warrants firing, it may
suspend the offenders while paying them salaries, and
transmit the case together with appropriate
suggestions to the Regional Commission for a final
decision.

2. To decide the transfer of Woreda court’s judges, found
in the zone;

3. To promptly transmit to the Regional Commission the
first stage decisions against which appeals have been
lodged, along with the copy of the first stage decisions
and the appeals of discontent.
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4.To select and place presiding judges of Woreda Courts
of the concerned Zone, and to monitor their activities;
shall discharge from chair due to proper case, related to

weakness of management;

5. To select and assign the process owners and chair
person of judges; persenting with the chair person of the

sub-commission;

6. The zonal commission, in a Nationality Administration
shall report to the Nationality, Council about the judges to

be appointed to serve in the Nationality Adminstration.

7. To carry out other activities as are given by the
Regional Commission, which are relevant to the work.

13.Meeting procedure of Zonal Commission

The Zonal Commission shall hold its regular meeting
once every month; however it may meet for emergnecy
sessions and time where found necessary. Concerning the
particulars, provisions of meeting procedures of the
Article 7 of

proclamations shall similarly by applicable as it may be

Regional commission under these

necessary
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PART THREE
Powers and Duties of Chairpersons of
the Commission

14.Powers and Duties of Chairperson of the
Regional Commission

The Chairperson of the Regional Commission shall have
the following powers and duties:

1.To preside over superiourly and supervise office of the
commission;

2.To Convene and direct the meeting of the commission;

3. To submit those candidates who fulfill the criteria to be
judge and appointees to the commision the Commission,
by preparing their names and profiles of candidate judges,
including with their biography;

4. To present to the Council the Judges to be appointed
following approval of the commission;

5. May cause to be able to work by transfering judges;
where the work flow requests and due to medical case
notify, the executed transfer to the commission;

6.Submit a report to the Regional Council twice a year,
with regart to the performance of the commission;

7.To submit to the council, with regard to budget
necessary for the commission; administrer budget where
aproved,;

8. To represent the commission in all its contacts with
third parties.
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15. Powers and Duties of Chairperson of Zonal
Commission

Pursuant to this proclamation, the chairperson of the
Zonal Commission shall have the following powers and
duties:

1.To convene and direct the meetings of the commission;
2.To represent the commission in all its contracts with
third Parties

3. To make report to the chairperson of the Regional
Commission and including to the Nationality Councils
established in amdinstration, about the Commission’s
performance.

16. Organizational Structure of the Office

1. The office shall have the following organs, pursuant to
this proclamation:

A/ Head of the office, who shall be appointed by the
commission, presented by the president of the supreme
couurt;

B/ Department of judiciary process and disciplinary
follow up;

C/ Department, cause to implement judiciary
administration activities;

D/ The examiners of decision, experts and other
employees, necessary to judiciary activities.

2. The hdead of the office shale serve as a secretariate of
the commission; not withstanding, he or she shall not
have the right to vote.

17. Powers_and Duties of the Commission Office

The commission office, shall have the following powers

and duties:

1. To prepare the annual work plan and budget of the
commision;

2. To accept the presented complains, those arise from the
rendered jrusdication service by the Regional courts;

3. Pursuant to the presented complaind raised on the
presidents of high court and the judges of the superem
court; if it believes, there appeared faults of code of
conduct executed, by notifying the chairperson of the
commission cause to charge the discipline case; as
deemed as necessary, and to be examined pertinent to
the case;
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complaints by the commission to the pertinent persons
and entities;

4. Cause to be established, justice system which has
sustainablity in the region;s courts, by established
jurisidiction human resource development and
capacity building programes;

5. To conduct a study that enables to be assured the
judgement quality of courts found in different levels,
establish system;

6. to conduct a regular and urgent investegation on
jurisdiction activities and the related ones; render
feedback, as deemed as, necessary, pursuant to, faults
of procedure which needs a decision, present a
recommendations to be corrected, to the commission;

7. Submit indicative resolutions to the commission
studying always, cases which are belived to be reson
for, faults of conduct executed by the judges;

8. conduct a survey always , pursuant to the implementation of
jurisdiction activity of the regional courts, submit by arran(
corrective suggestions to the regional commison;

9. Organize the profile of judges of the region, follow
performance evalution results and other necessary info
evaluation results and other necessary inrformatio
inserted in their profiles; conduct performance evalua
the workers of the office, who are appointed |
commission;

11.to follow up the implementation of adminstrational
issues of the judges of the region;

12.to maintain properly the minutes of meeting the
commission and other docu

13. Perform other duties that are rendered by commision.
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18. Powers and duties of the Head of the office

The Head of the office shall have the following powers
and duties;

1. Cause to implement, powers and duties which are rendered
by the office, pursuant to the provision of Article 17 of this
proclamtion;

2. With out prejudice, to the specified general provision of
sub- article /1/ of this Article:

A. To serve as a secretariat for the commission maintain
minutes; follow up minutes and other related documents,

those are signed with members of the commission;

B. to arrange agendas of the commission discussing with

the chairperson of the commission; distribute to members
prior to the date of the commission’s meeting; follow up

its delivery;

C. To submit to the chair person of the commision, by
preparing annual work plan of the commission and
budget;

D. To submit timely report, where requested plan
performance of the commission;

E. to administer workers of the office, except appointee of
the commission, by laws and regulations of the civil
service of the region;

F. to perform other activities rendered with the

chairperson of the commission;

19. Conducting Situation of the Office

Activities by Sub-Commissions of the Zone.

1. The administration of jurisdiction activities which are
in effect and the grievance hearing care process of the
zones of the region and the nationality
administrations, shall serve as an office of the sub-
commission;

2. The coordinater of the process shall serve as the head
of the office;

3. The process shall have professionals and workers
those are necessary to the activities;
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20. Powers and Duties of the Office of the Sub-

Commissions of the Zone

1. The zone sub-commission office may implement the
stipulatal provisions as appropriate as similarly, pursuant to
the region’s main commission office powers and duties

under Avrticle 17 of this proclamation;

2. Without prejudice to the general provision stipulated
under sub-article /1/ of this Article, the zone sub-
commission office shall have the following particular

powers and duties:

A. Cause to implement the sub-commission decisions,

B. Create conducive environments for the sub-commission, *

C. Arrange records and documents

21. Powers and Duties of the Head of zone sub-

commission office

The Head of the sub-commission office, poursuant to
Article 18 of this poclamation, shall cause to implement,
as properly as, at the zone level, of the rendered powers

and duties to the Head of main commission office.
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Criteria for the Appointment of Judges

22. Criteria for Judgeship

1. any Ethiopian, who fulfill criteria which stipulated here in
uner, may be appointed as judge in regional courts:

A. Is loyal to the Federal and Regional Constitutions;

B. Has legal training in the recognized higher educational
institution and at least graduated with a bachelor degree;
pass the institution’s exam if rendered the exit exam,

C. Has a good reputation for his /her diligence, sense of
justice and good cond

D. Whose age npt less than 23 years of age for the
woreda court, as well as, not less than 30 years of age
for the supreme lourt,

E. Who shall finish the tobe renedred pre-candidate training,

for the determined time by the commission,

F. Consents to assuming judges.

23. Appointment of High Court Presidents and
Candidate Judges

1.Without prejudice to the provisions of Article 68/3/ of
the Constitution, the presidents of High Courts and
Candidate judges of courts at all levels shall be appointed
by the Regional commission

2.Not withstanding the provision of sub-article /1/ this
Article, the Regional Commission shall request and
include the opinion of concerned Nationality Councils
prior to the approval of the appointment of the presidents
of High Courts of Nationality zones and the Judges of
High Courts and Woreda Courts.
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24 Discharging of the Judges

1.Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-
article /4/ of Article 66 of the Revised Regional
Constitution,the tenure of any judge at any level
of responsibility in the Region may be relieved

only on the following grounds:

A/Where he is found gullty of breach of disciplinary
conduct set by the Council and where the Commission
decides that he be removed:

B/ Where he has attained the age of 60.

C/Where it is decided that he is of manifest incompetence
and inefficiency;

D.Where is charged with a criminal offence and found
quilty of same and; where found inefficient for
jurisdiction responsibility, due to quilty weith

E/Upon resignation, subject to a 3-month prior notice;

F/Where he consents to an appointement to serve in a
position of another governmental responsibility.

2.Without prejudice to the provision stipulated on sub-
article 1/E/ of this Article, where the commission found it
necessary, the judge who render resignation, the last date
to regsign, commencing from the last date of notification,
may prolong for additional time, not more than three

months;
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3. Pursuant to the provision stipulated on sub-article /2/ of this
Acrticle, where the commission decided to prolong the time,
the judge who resign should notify the decision to the judge
with writing prior tothe rendered time by the judge; After
the time rendered by judge passes, the decision of time
prolonging rendered witht the commission, shall not have
obligation on judge;

4. without prejudice to the stipulated provisions, from sub-
article/1/ upto sub-arti/2/ of this Article; pursuant to the
judge who shall be resigned due to the executed discipline
quilty; with the exception of Jurisdiction, be able to work
with his/her proffession, the commission shall evaluation
the weight of offence that the judge executed, shall put
prolonging time in effect of quilty on the resolution, that
shall send to the council.

25. Discharging of Appointees

Without prejudice to, the provision stipulated under sub-
article 1/G/ of Article 7 of this proclamation, any
appointee may be discharged with the following grounds:

1. where he has reached a retirement age,

2. upon resignation of appointee, subject to a 3 month
prior notice;

3. Where the commission decides on his/her discharge
on grounds that he/she committed an offence,

4. Where it is decided that he/she is of mainfest
incompetence or inefficiency,

5. Where the appointee is discharged with a criminal
offence and found quilty of same and where is not
found efficient for appointment on the grounds
offence weight,

6. Where theappointee consents to an appointement to
serve in a position of another governmental
responsibility.
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PART FIVE

Miscellaneous provisions

26. Lodging of Appeals

1. Any person who does not agree with the decision of the
zone commission, any submit his/her own lodging of
appeals to the commission of the Region, within 30 days
after the decision is reacherd to him/her;

2. Without prejudice to the stipulated sub-article 6 of Article
7 of this proclamation, the rendered decision the
commission of the Region, with the exception of
discharging from the responsibility, shall be the ending
decision by investigating on the presented issues.

27. An Oath

1/Judges shall conduct the following Oath before
commencing other jobs;

Rl , when on this day commenced as the
court Judge; promised to discharge my responsibility,
pursuant to high conduct, loyality and law.”

2. without prejudice to the provision of sub-article(1) of
this Article:

A/The judges of supereme court, presidents and judges of
the high court by the Regional Council,

B/The judges of Woreda by the assigned Woreda council,
as well as,

C/The judges, assigned in courts; found by the nationality
adminstration region shall perform on Oath before the
natiionality council.
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28. Power to Issue Regulations and Directives

The commission any issue administrational regultions and

directives that cause to implement this proclamation.

29. Repealed and Inapplicable Laws
1/ The following proclamations are repleaced and is
replaced with this proclamation:

A/The Revised Amhara National Regional State judicial
Administration Establishment proclamation No69/2002,

B/The proclamation Issued to provide for the
Amendement of the Revised Amhara National Regional
state Judicial Administration Commission Establishment
proclamation No 111/2004,

C/ A proclamation Issued to provide for the re-
amendement of the Revised Amhara National Regional
State Judicial Administration commission Establishment
proclamation No. 154/2008.

2. Any law, regulation, directives or customary practices,
which are contrary to this proclamation, shall not be
applicable on issues specified here.

30. Pending Issues

The commenced issues prior to the approval of this
proclamation shall get their own decision seen pursuant to
the prior law.

31. Effective Date

This proclamation shall come into force, as of the date of
publication in the Regional Zikre Hig Gazzettee.
Done at Bahir Dar,
This 8" day of march, 2014
Gedu Andargachew
President of Amhara National Region
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