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Proclamation No0.223/2015

A Revised Proclamation Issued to Provide

for the Amahara National Regional State

Courts

WHERE AS, it has become necessary to further
strengthen Courts of the Amhara National Regional
State so that they can provide efficient, effective and
accessible judicial service based on the principles of

rule of law, transparency and accountability thereof;
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WHERE AS, it is found necessary to adjust the
organization, working system and jurisdiction of courts
of the region, as deems appropriate to the extent of
objective economic reality, as well as to revise same in
view of the study of business process reengineering and
developed ideas, so that they can get public trust by

providing a better service;

WHERE AS,

courts at different levels to report the performance of

it is believed that requiring regional
their judicial activity, without contravenning the

judicial independence, to parallely found public
councils, has a greate contribution to further ensure the

transparencey and accountability of the same;

WHERE AS,

consolidate the various amendment proclamations,

it is deemed necessary to revise and

issued at different times, with regard to courts of the
region, into one;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with the powers
vested in it under Article 49 sub —article 3/1/ of the
Revised Regional Constitution, the Council of the

Amhara National Region is hereby issues this
proclamation.

PART ONE

General

1. Short Title

This proclamation may be cited as “The Amhara
Regional State Courts Establishment
Revised Proclamation No .223/2015.”

National
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Regional Council;

b. “Constitution” means the Revised
Constitution of the Amhara National
Region;

c. “The  Nationality = Administration”
means the Hihimara, Awi and Oromo
Nationality Administrations established as

per the Constituition.

d. “Commission” means the Judicial
Administration  Commission of the
Region;

e. “Judge” means a natural person appointed
by the Council, up on the recuritmnt, as
per the law, of the Judicial Administration
Commission of the Region;

f. “Registrar” means a natural person
appointed by the Commission to carry out
administrative  and  judicial related
functions in courts of the region; and
includes the assistance registrar.

g. “ Commission Appointees” means the
head of the commission office , process
coordinator , registrar, defence lawyer,
kadi; and shall incude other officials

appointed by the commission;

h. “Court Officials” means president and
vice president of the supreme court,

president the high court; and shall include



presiding judges of the woreda court;

1% 4 PhA™ N ANhl-® NAAPL 70T UL D IWLD RPC 4 PC 26 7 2007 9.9°. The Amhara National Regional State Zikre Hig Gazette No. 4 February 03, 2015 page 4



2. LY APE o0T (07 A3 CHAA.
AOTI° Z239° (hao2i?1@, 14997 SIPGA::

heA v-AT
0A~91e Ndué-P NAAP a0 70T
G/FT aoeeI°:  hLLBEIPVE

2. In this proclamation, any expression in the masculine

gender includes the feminine.

PART TWO

Establishment, Organization , Appointment of

Officials, Powers and Duties of Courts of the
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Amhara National Regional State

SUB- PART ONE

Establishment and Organization of the

Amhara National Regional State Courts

3. Establishment of the Courts

1. Pursunt to this proclamation, the following

National Regionl courts are established:

a. The Regional Supreme Court;

b. The Zone Hight Court;

c. The Bahir Dar and Its Surrounding
High Court, which entertains, as first
instance and appellate jurisdiction,
civil and criminal cases emanate from
the territorial jurisdictions of bahir
dar city, bahir dar zuria, yilmana
densa, gonji kolela, mecha, north and
south achefer weredas; and,

d. The woreda court.

2. Without prejudice to the provision stipulated under
sub-article /1/ of this Article; where the Supreme
Court finds necessary to ensure the accessibility of
judicial service, may establish, in consultation with
the Speaker of the Council and the Head of
Government, additional woreda and high courts,
without maintaining Administrative structure of

the Region.
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4. Organizational Structure of Courts

The organizational structure of the courts of the region
shall be as follows :
1. The Supreme Court shall have a President, vice

Presidant and other judges;

2. The High Court shall have a President and

other judges;

3. The wereda Court shall have a presiding judge

and other judges;

4. Any court shall, as deemed necessary, have
principal and assistant registrars, as well as

supporting staffs necessary for its work.

SUB —PART TWO
Appointment of Officials and Judges
of the Court

5. The Appointment of Judges

Judges of the Supreme Court, High Courts and
Wereda Courts of the Region shall, pursuant to
sub-article /2/ of article 68 of the constitution and
this proclamation, be appointed by the Council up
on the presentation of the Regional Judicial
Administration Commission.

6. Designation of the High Court President and

the Woreda Court Presiding Judge

1. The High Court President shall be designated by
the Council, upon the presentation of the
Commission;

2. The Presiding Judge of the Woreda Court shall,
upon the presentation of the president of the
Zone High Court, be designated by the Zone

Sub-Commission.



1% 6 Ph™e Al B NAAPR o070 WNL D ILT RPC 4 PC 26 P77 2007 997,

The Amhara National Regional State Zikre Hig Gazette No. 4 February 03, 2015 page 6

70-0 hFA Ot
DARCE T P26 DNLPT
220N 0
7.0mPAL FCE VT TEHETE A2AMTS

SUB-PART THREE
Powers and Duties of Officials of
the Court

7. Powers and Duties of the Supreme Court
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President

The Presidant of the Supreme Court of the Region,
being accountable to the Council, shall, by this

proclamation, have the following powers and duties:

1. provide leadership to and administer courts of the

region in accordance with the law;

2. Represent the Supreme Court;

3. Assign at work and administer the supreme court
judges ;

4. Prepare and submit the work plan and executing
draft budget of courts of the region to the council;

and cause to implement same upon approval,

5. Assign and administer judges, appointees of the
commission and supporting staffs, with their

profession;

6. Decide the place of hearing of the Supreme Court;

7. Follow up and ensure that laws; regulations and
directives issued by the Federal as well as the Regional
Governments be implemented within courts of the

region;

8. Follow up closely and observe that judges, at
different level of courts, are molded as per societal
mores and ethicatte;

9. Design new working systems which enable the

performance of courts of the region be effective and

efficient; and follow up the implementation of same;
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10. work in consultation with the pertinent organs in
order to strengthen judicial function in the region;
11. cause the execution of oath by being present on the

appointment of judges and senior government officials;

12. Cause the establishment of law journal of the
supreme court; and the publication of educative

judgements and decisions of the year;

13. follow up and ensure that gender is mainstreamed

in the programs and plans of courts of the region;

14. Submit a performance report, in every six month,

of courts of the region to the council,

15. Preform such other related duties bestowed upon
him by other laws, without contrary to the

constitution and this proclamation.

8. Powers and Duties of the Vice President of

Y Sl 1 o' W i 4 [
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the Supreme Court

The vice President of the Supreme Court of the
Region, being accountable to the President, shall

have the following powers and duties;

1. Perform such functions as may specifically be
referred to him by the president;
2. Represent the President in the absence of the

latter or is unable to perform his duties.
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9. Removal

from Office of the President

and Vice President of the Supreme Court

1. The President or Vice President of the Supreme
Court may leave his post where he decides to resign
on its own will or beleieved commiting misbehavior

or manifest gross incompetence in his leadership.

2. Where the Head of Government of the National
Regional State recognizes that the Supreme Court
President or Vice President commits misbehavior
or manifest gross incompetence in his leadership,
pursuant to sub Article /1 of this Article, shall
suspend him up to the subsequent session of the
Council; the Council thereby decides on the
report submitted to it as to the commission of
misbehavior or manifestation of gross leadership

incompetency;

3. Without prejudice to the provisions stipulated under

sub-article/1/ and /2/ of this Article, where the
Supeme Court President or Vice President decides
to leave his office in his own will, he shall have a
duty to notify the Head of Government in writing
prior to 3 (three) months of leaving his office. The
Head of Government shall, after assigning temporary
judicial official as per sub article /3/ alphabet /f/ of
Avrticle 60 of the Constitution of the Region, render

him the release upon received the notice thereof.
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10.Powers and Duties of the High Court President

The President of High Court, being accountable to the
President of the Supreme Court of the Region, shall

have the following specific powers and duties:

1. Provide leadership to, administer and represent

the court ;

2. cause the preparation of the work plan and
execution budget daft of the court; and

implement same upon approval;

3. Decide the place of hearing of the High Court;

4. cause to be sent yearly selective and educative
decisions of the high court to the supreme court

of the region;

5. Submit a performance report, in every three
months, on the judicial activities of the high court
to the supreme court of the region; and to the
appropriate nationality council, where the court is
organized in the nationality administration; when
the council renders any comment, it shall include
the same in the report to be sent to the supreme

court;

6. work in consultation with the pertinent organs in

order to strengthen the judicial activity in the zone;

7.Implement directives rendered by the commission

and president of the supreme court;

8. Preform such other related duties bestowed upon

him by other laws, without contrary to the
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11. Powers and Duties of the woreda presiding
Judge

The Presiding judge of the woreda court, being
accountable to the ebmbraced zone high court president
shall, pursuant to this proclamation, have the following

particular powers and duties:

1.Provide leadership to, administer and represent the

court;

2.Recruit and administer personnel of the court;

3. prepare and submit the work plan of the court to the
council of the woreda and the president of the high

court; implement same upon approval;

4. Submit a report, every three months, to the woreda
council and the pertinent high court as to the judicial

performance of the court;

5. Incorporate comments of the Council, if there is any
while presenting the report, in the report submitted to
the High Court;
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6. Implement respectifully those directives
conveyed by the presidents of the
supreme court of the region and of the
high court, as well as by the sub-
commission;

7. work in consultation with the pertinent
organs in order to strengthen judicial
activity in the wereda;

9. Preform such other related duties bestowed
upon him by other laws, without contrary to

the constitution and this proclamation.

12. Report Submission , Content and Evaluatuon

Procedure of Courts

1. The report prepared and submitted to the woreda
or Nationality council, as the case may be,
pursuant to the provisions stipulated under sub
article /5/ of Article 10 and sub a-article /4/ of
Article 11, shall focus on the regular judicial
activity of the courts and incorporate the

following points:

a. Annual work plan and performed activities;

b. Human resource administration issues;

c. Positive results found:;

d. Main problems encounterd and measures
taken as a solution;

e. Other issues that need special attention.
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2.The speaker of the nationality or the woreda council
shall notify, in writing, the court prior to 15 (fifteen)
days of the Assembly to submit its report;

3. The Court shall then prepare and submit written
report to the secretariat of the Council 5 days prior

to the commencement of the session of same;

4. The report of the court shall be submitted to the
Assembly, by the president of the court, presiding
judge or by the representative of the court as
appropriate;

5. When evaluating the report of the court, the
assembly of the council shall raise ideas in a good
faith shall

independence of the court;

and they not affect judicial
6. Each speaker of the council, shall notify in a report
form , the result of the councils evaluation, to the

secretariat of the regional council;

7. Where the report of the court is evaluated with the

council, it is prohibited to execute the followings:

a. Raising cases to be brought or pending
before courts or cases already disposed of

by the court ;

b. Discussing on matters that may affect the
dignity of the court and integrity of judges;
c. To dismiss, take ameasure of suspension of
salary or deduct salary or shall take
measures, on the president of the court or
presiding judge or other judes and members
of the court, where the assembly not

rendering a decision.
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8. Where cases indicated under sub-article /7/ of this
Article are found committed, the speaker shall stop
or interrupt immediately such occurance upon his
own initiation, with the request of the person
presenting the report or with initiation of members
of the council;

9.The provisions of this Article shall, mutatis
mutandis, be applicable on reports that the president of
the supreme court of the region submit to the

legislative council.

PART THREE

Judicial power of the Courts , Organization

of Division and Judicial Management
SUB-PART ONE

Judicial Power of Courts

13. Judicial Power of Courts of the Region

5. Except cases that are clearly and specifically
stipulated under the jurisdiction of the courts
of the federal government, courts of the
Region shall exercise their jurisdiction over
such indicated regional matters directly or by
appeal, as provided in Article 80 of the
constitution of the federal government; as well
as, articles 66 and 67 of the constitution of the

region;



1% 14 PA™ AP NAAR oo 30T DL 0 2D RPC 4 PC 26 T 2007 .97

The Amhara National Regional State Zikre Hig Gazette No. 4 February 03, 2015 page 14

2. PV  ATPR 00 AIPR /1) 10
ATeAmMNe S &/0E NG h-NduC 270-
2CHT° U1 NOTENT avden, p21-2CHT
VU7 A78.U0-2° NANT (hTT 0 HL 1710 ao(\lt
PULPCOAT D7 AOT NooLanl @ LLAI° P
N&207% g PN Lavld°l-07 GCL LAMA-::

14. A @L5 FCL AT PTG 511
NAM7

1. QLY APE A7 113/ OC POLLD hmPAL,
Lo wRAtmne Y Nadn o0 T
COLYT T PS8 GCL T NG T dhldwC
N1-2C9T h15 OMWAT WTT o0l
PLPCONTDT PHThNdWC T80T
N+ 0L9° ML ++NA®- Loyl
OANT WATo-:

2. PHLU A& 700 ATPR (1) €79 L.SCI°
PmLE FCL 0T NFThNhC 152
PATF@- COL-T1C 5751 AT G:-

U. 09 3Adn 0L Adh NC 300,000
(o0t oot BV NC) : AS

A. 09923900 LT AN NC 500,000
(a7°0F oo v NC) PULECH
PTIHN 79°F AT @ 182 PHoNY
LUPSA::

3. hiLv 0Ag 030:0 A% (1) A5 (2) 0C

POLST £1IVPTF AILAMNE P10 PDLS
GCL AT OABYEYT AhAT 1 oA
(dhIPO DCTO?) AS AAT POT@® NT7HA
e T2 T A N AP U P O | T AV o O
PaoPNAG Coogit DAMNT LTETPA:

2. Without prejudice the provisions of sub-article /1/ of
this Article, the courts both with a civil procedure
code, or with a criminal procedure code, as well as,
pursuant to other laws, shall receive and investigate
charges either with first instance or in appeal; and

thereby render judgement.

14. Civil Jurisdiction of the Woreda Courts

1.Without prejudice to the general provision stipulated
under Article /13/ of this proclamation, the woreda
courts of the region shall have a jurisdiction on civil
cases as first instance or in appeal , pursuant to the

civil procedure code and by other laws;

2.Notwithstanding the provision of sub-articl /1/ this
Atrticle, the woreda courts shall have a material

juridiction on civil cases:

a. all suits regarding movable property
where, the amount involved does not
exceed 300,000 /three hundred
thousand / Ethiopian Birr; and

b. All suits regarding immovable
property, where the amount involved
does not exceed 500,000 /five hundred
thousand/ Ethiopian Birr.

3. Without prejudice to the provisions stipulated
under sub- article /1/ and/2/ here in above of this
Article, the woreda courts shall exercise
jurisdiction over filiation, habeas corpus and
other cases the subject matter of which can not be

expressed in money.
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15. The Civil Jurisdiction of the Zone High

courts

1.The zone high courts shall have a jurisdiction on civil
cases as first instance or in appeal , pursuant to the

civil procedure code and by other laws;

2.Notwithstanding general provision of sub-article /1/
of this Article, the material juridiction of the high
court on civil cases:

a. Regarding movable property where the
300,000/three
hundred thousand/ Ethiopian Birr; and,

amount involved exceeds

b. Regarding immovable property where the
amount involved exceeds 500,000 /five

hundred thousand/ Ethiopian Birr.
16. Right of Appeal

Judgements, on any matter grievances lodged
thereon, renderd by the appellate court shall be final

with regards to the appellant.

17. Judicial Power of the Cassation Bench of the

Supreme Court

1. A final decision shall be heard in cassation subject to
prior ruling as to the existence of fundamental error
of law, and believed qualifying for cassation by a
screening division/bench/ wherein three judges of

the supereme court sit;
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2.The cassation bench of the regional supreme court
shall have a jurisdiction to entertain and decide on the
following regional cases which have a fundamental

error of law:

a. Cases that have been given a final decision, in

appeal, by the woreda court;

b. Regional cases that have been given a final

judgement by the high court; and

c. Regional cases that have been given a final
judgement, by a regular bench of the Supreme

Court.

3. Any application to be heard in cassation, shall fulfill
procedures stated herein under:
a. applicant shall explain ,in detail, in his
application the reason why fundamental error of

law is committed;

b. the applicant shall attach thereto the application,
the decision which is the ground of complaint
and the copies of decisions renderd by lower

courts on the matter thereof;

4. the application of cassation shall be submitted within
90 (ninety) days from the date on which final
decision is renderd or commencing from the date the

decision is officially declared;
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5. The cassation bench may confirm, vary of reverse
the decision on which the application is lodged.

SUB-PART TWO

Organizationa of Divisions of Courts with

Different Levels

18. Organaiztion of divisions of the Supreme
Court

1. The Regional supreme court shall have the
following Divisions:

a. The civil Division;

b. The criminal division ;and

c. The cassation Division.

2. There shall sit a presiding judge and two judges in
each civil and criminal divisions of the Supreme
Court; in a cassation division; however, there shall

sit a presiding judge and four judges.

3. Without prejudice to the provisions stipulated
under sub-articles /1/-/2/ of this Article, the
president and vice president of the Supreme Court,
may sit as a presiding judge of the Supreme Court

division.

19. Organization of Divisions of the High and

Woreda Court

1. The Zone high and the woreda courts of the
region shall be organized in the civil and

criminal divisions;



1% 18 PATYS ANl B NAAPR oo 00T NNL 0 I $PC 4 PC 26 T 2007 990

The Amhara National Regional State Zikre Hig Gazette No. 4 February 03, 2015 page 18

2P0V ATPR 00 ATPR (1) €703
n.scoe GCE 0AF 55
ANDNET HLLNG PAME A9TL LD
NroaT ST He1e The T
NLLLT RTFAN:
3.AL71975% Phats GCe N POIEAI>
U1 Pehh NG Ta DA
ANANLS NU-AT ST COTAA:
20.005%1 @.4% AT

1. o0k @@9° ATLANYTE  A9ChT
ST . neLen T ant 0P m-9°
Faet M@AL  AVOT L1 BET
PUYIN ARTE LOMTPF@ ALY
AHEE  (aNAe, Q9K P14
UUN PECE bk @A SIPGA:

2. PV ATPR T00 WIPO /1) 7190
NSCP° PAINVHED. L9°K  PARYTE

ANVEEPT  NeoHIN- AL oohAC
LECNFA::
700 W% Pot
e84 1S W11t oC eHEPR AT
haod-C

21. PTINF L OGé-

1. emPAL GCL N oofNF POINFE
N3 NOAC-4C hHo7 LIPSA:

2. Phets €CL NAT aofNF e7INT e
ng e @LI° NLLON ANHELS
Con 0t LIPS

3. PMLA SCE AT POINFES NF GCE
0AE PFhAENT NG SIPGA:

2. Notwithstanding the provision of sub-article
/1/ of this Article, the courts may organize
additional  divisions/benches/ for the

particular cases in order to make the

jursdicial activity accessible and effective;

3. There shall sit a presiding judge and two judges
in each civil and criminal division of the High

Court.

20. Judicial Decisions

1. In the absence of unanimity in renedering a
decesion of any hearing held by three or five
judge, as deemed necessary, the decision of the
majority shall be the decision of the court;

2. Notwithstanding sub-article /1/ of this Article,
the dissenting opinion of the minority vote shall

be recorded in the file thereon.

SUB-PART THREE

Judicial Management and

Related Cases

21. Place of Hearing

1.The regular place of hearing of the supreme court
shall be in Bahir Dar;

2. The regular place of hearing of the high courts,
shall be at the capital of each zone or nationality

administration;

3. The place of hearing of woreda courts shall be

at places where the same are established;
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4. Without prejudice to the provisions stipulated from
sub-article /1/ upto sub-article /3/ of this Article, a
court established at any level may organize a
permanent or circuit bench, as deems appropriate, at
any place within its jurisdiction where it finds
necessary to make the judicial service accessible to

the public and effective thereof.

22. Open Hearing

1. Judicial activities shall be conducted in open

court.

2. Notwithstanding the provision of sub-article/1/
of this Article, and without prejudice to other
relevant procedural laws relating to judicial
proceedings, courts may hear in camera where it

is beleived necessary for the:
a. Personal life of the parties,
b. public and state safety and security,

c. public morality and decency; and,

d. where children appear as a defendant or

witness.

23. Working Lanquage of the Courts

1.Ambharic shall, pursuant to Article 5 sub-article /2/
the revised regional constitution and this proclamation,
be the working language of the national regional state

courts;
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2. Notwithstanding the provision stipulated under

sub-article /1/ herein above, the relevent
nationality council may decide the working
language of courts with in the nationality

administrations;

3. Courts shall assign an interpreter to a party that

can not speak the working language of the

court, and could not bring his own interpreter.

24. Withdrawal of Judges

1. A judge of any court shall withdraw fron a sit

in one of the following reasons :

a. Where the judge is related to one of the
parties or the advocate thereof by

consanguinity or by affinity;

b. where the dispute relates to a case in which
one of the parties is a person for whom he
acted as tutor, legal representative or

advocate;

c. Where he has previously acted in some
capacity as judge or arbitrator in connection
with the case or the subject matter of the

dispute;

d.Where he has a case pending in court with
one of the parties or the advocate thereof;
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e. where there are sufficient reasons, other than
those specified under sub article /1 / /a/to /d/
hereof, to conclude that injustice may be done.

2. The judge concerned shall withdraw as soon as he is
aware that he should not sit, in accordance with sub
Article /1/ hereof, and shall be replaced by another
judge.

25 Application for Withrawal of Judge

1. Where a party to a case is of the opnion that a
judge should not sit for one of the reasons
specified in article 24 hereof, he may submit a
written application to the court requesting that

the judge be removed,

2. The application shall be made before the trial
opens or soon after the party becomes aware of

the reason for making such application;

3. Where the judge is sitting alone, he shall, after
considering the application, either withrdaw or
refer the matter for decision to another division of
the same court or where there is no other division
to the president or presiding judge, as deemed

appropriate;
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4 Where the judge is sitting with other judges, he
shall withdraw and the remaining judges shall
hear the case application and give a decision
thereon; if there is a disagreement between the
remaining judges, however, the shall be

entertained by another division;

5.A decision given under sub-article /3/ and /4/
hereof shall be final and subject to no appeal,

6.A judge shall forthwith comply with a decision

given under this article.

26.Powers and Duties of the Process
Coordinator

Any process coordinator, who directs judicial
related activities in courts found at different level,
shall, pursuant to this proclamation, have the

following particular powes and duties:

1. Prepare the memorandum of understanding
or team charter of the process together with
members of the process;

2. Prepare work plan of the process; follow up
its  implementation; and submit a

performance report where requested,;

3. provide activities to each member of the
process as per sequencially laid down
standard of cases; and follow up its

implementation;

4. Coordinate the activities of the process and
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5. Discuss members of the process on problem
solver ideas, by identifying strong and weak
performaces; provide a proposal, through

conducting a research as to the number and flow

of cases, to official of the court in order to put in

place a better working procedure;

6. Participate in different meetings representing the
process, where it is found necessary;

7. Ensure that the process activities shall be
implemented as per their sequencial order;

8.Follow up and supervise that judges in the
divisions found under the process properly

discharge their responsiblities;

9. Receive various complaints, related with court
files, submitted from the parties; render a
solution or refer the case to the pertinent body, as
deems necessary;

10. Identify members of the process who manifest
breaches of ethical standards, and submit same
for discipline to the office of the judicial
administration commission or to the human
resource managenment support process, as
deems appropriate;

11. Perform such other related activities rendered to

him by court officials.

27. Power and Duty of the Registrar

Any registrar, found in different level courts, shall

have the following particular powers and duties:
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1. Perform activities rendered to the registrar under
the civil and criminal procedure codes as well as

by other laws;

2. Without prejudce to the general provision stipulated

under sub-article /1/ of this Article , the registrar:

a. Ensure that applications, statement of claims
and defence as well as appeals satisfy

sufficiencies provided in the law;

b. Refer statement of claim and defence as well as
appeal files to be opened; identify the relief
requested for the purpose of payment of court
fee and transfer thereto; receive statement of
defence; implement and cause to implement
adjornment policy, inconsultation with pertinent

bodies;

c. Sign and cause to be dispatched orders rendered

by benches on the files;

d. Render written confirmation, by scrutinizing its
appropriateness, on informatins requested from
the live and dead files that he administered
thereof;

e. Follow up the daily implementation of the
judicial administrative activities; render a
solution thereto where procedural gap will
encounter, inconsultation with the coordinator

of the process;
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f. Create problem solving ideas that help establish
efficient and effective judicial administrative
activity; cause to put in place proper work
procedure; the

follow up closely

implementation of same.

g. Provide leadership to support staffs of the
process; follow up whether they discharge
their responsibilty; render a solution where

problem encounterd thereon.

h. Perform such other related activities rendered to

him by the president and the process coordinater.

PART FOUR

Establishment of the Plenum of the Regional

Supreme Court

28. Establishment

The Plenum of the Supreme Court ( herein after
called “the Plenum” ), which examines and
submits recommendation to the Regional
Council concerning problems related to judicial
functions and legal affairs, is hereby re-

established by this proclamation.

29. Composition of the Members of the

Plenum

1.The composition of the plenum is as follows:

a. President of the Supreme Court........ chair
person,

b. Vice President of  the Supreme
Court............. member,

c. Judges of the Supreme Court and Presidents

of the High Court............... members,
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d. The Worker of the Supereme Court assigned

to by the president....... secretary.

2. The Head of Justice Bureau of the region shall
participate in the sessions of the plenum,

without, however, having the right to vote.

3. Judges not referred to under sub article /1/ hereof
and representatives of appropriate government
offices of the region , associations, organizations,
law faculities, and scienitific institutions or other
individuals may be invited to participate in the
plenum without, however, having the right to

vote.

30. Powers and Duties of the Plenum

The Plenum, pursuant to this proclamation, shall have

the following particular powers and duties:

1. Deliberate on problems encounterd in the
judicial administration and work out remedies

thereon;

2. Issue directives to ensure the uniform
application of law in all courts of the region;

and follow up the implementation of same;

3. Submit proposals to the Council for the
enactment of new laws or the amendment of
exisiting ones ;

4. Perform such other functions help to make the

judiciary of the Region efficient and strong;
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5. Issue directives concerning the execution of its own

duties thereof;

31.Time of Meeting and Decision Making

Procedure of the Plenum

1.The Plenum shall hold its regular meeting twice a

year; however, it may hold extra-ordinary

meeting, as may be necessary;

2.The quorum shall be held, where two-third
members, having the right to vote, are present in

the meeting;

3.The decisions of the Plenum shall pass by majority

vote; however, in the case of a tie, the

chairperson shall have a casting vote;

4. Without prejudice to the provisions stipulated
herein above, the Plenum shall issue its own

meeting procedure.

PART FIVE
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

32. Oath
1. Judges shall take the following oath prior to
assuming their duties:
“IT e, ,upon and

my  appointment

assumption of duty as judge of --------- Court, on
this day, pledge to discharge with high level of
judicial conduct and dedication as well as pursuant
to the law the heavy responsibility entrusted to

me.”
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2. The Oath stipulated under the provision of sub-
article /1/ of this Article hereof, shall be conducted

before the followung bodies:

a. The Supreme Court judges as well as the
President and judges of High Court

,before the Regional Council;

b. The Woreda Court judges ( including the
presiding judge) , before the Woreda

Councils in which they are assigned,

c. Judges assigned to courts found in the
Nationality Administration, before the

appropriate Nationality Councils.

33. Court Decisions and Orders

Any person, government body and private
organization shall have a duty to respect and
implement decisions and orders renderd by Courts

established in the region.

34. Repealed and Inapplicable Laws

1. The following laws are repealed by this

proclamation:

a. A proclamation issued to provide for the
establishment of Courts of the Amahara

National Regional State No. 11/1995;

b. The Amgara National Regional State Courts
( Amendment) proclamation No. 68 /2002,
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c. A Proclamation Issued to provide for the

Re-amendment of the Amhara National
Regional State Courts Establishment
Proclamation No. 153/2008;

. The Amhara National Regional State

Courts Establishment Proclamation Re-
amendment Proclamation No. 169/2010;

The Amhara National Regional State
Courts Establishment Proclamation Re-
amendment proclamation (as amended
before) Proclamation No. 201/2012; and

The Bahar Dar and its Surrounding High
Court Establishment Proclamation No.
210/2014.

2. Any Law, Regulation, Directives or Customary
Practice shall not be applicable on matters

provided in this proclamation.

35. Pending Cases

36.

Pending cases, entertained in Courts found at
different levels prior to the coming into force of
this Proclamation, shall be disposed by the laws

applicable thereon.

Effective Date

This Proclamation shall come in to force as of the
date of its publication in the Zikre-Hig Gazzettee
of the Regional State.

Done at Bahir Dar,

This 3rd day of February, 2015

Gedu Andargachew

President of the Amhara National Region



