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Proclamation N0.224/2015

The Amhara National Regional State
Constitutional Interpretation Commission
Establisment and Work Procedure Determination
Proclamation

WHERE AS, It has been believed that implementing

the Amhara National Region’s constitution
completely, it is a cofidential guarantee to the
commenced  bulding

system of democracy,

development and peace in the Region;

WHERE AS, the Interpreter commission of the
constitution has been established pursuant to sub-
article /1/of Article 70 of the constitution; to render
apropriate decision, where the constitutional case or

Interpretation request arises in the Region;
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WHEREAS, it has become necessary to decide by law
studying the commission particular powers and duties,

pursuant to the constitution;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council of the Ambhara
National Region, in accordance with sub-article 3/1/ of
Article 49 of the Revised National Region

Constitution, hereby proclaims as follows;

PART ONE
General
1. Short Tutle

This proclamation may be cited as “the Amhara National
Regional State Constitutional Interpretation Commission
Determination

Establishment and Work Procedure

Proclamation No .224/2015.”

2. Definition

Unless the Context otherwise requies, in this proclamation:

a. “ Constitution” means the Revised Amhara National

Region constitution that includes ammendments;

b. “Council of Constitutional Inquiry” means the
council of constitutional Inquiry of the Regional

Governement;

C. “Council” means the Amhara National Region

Council;

d. Speaker” means the speaker of this council;

e. “Law” means laws, proclamations and regulations issued
by the national Regional state organs, as well as, it shall

include directives;
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f. “Governmental organ” means the regional

legislative, executive or judicial organ.
“Court” means any national region regular court
constituted hierarchically at different levels.

“Office” means the secretariat of the Amhara
Region council , rendered a responsiblility to
perform the Commission’s works, pursuant to

this proclamation;

“Last Resolution” means the end decision
and not having an appeal;

“Chairperson and secretary “ means chair-
person and secretary of the commission.

2. Any provision stated in masculine gender also

apply to the feminine geneder.

PART TWO

Establishment, Organization and Power of the

Constitutional Interpretation Commission

3. Establishment

1. The Amhara National Region Constitutional
Affairs interpretation commission /hereafter
called > commission” / is an established body
to interpret the regional constitution pursuant
to, sub-article /1/ of Article 70 of the

constitution.

4. Memebers Composition of the Commission

1. The commission shall have the following
members:
a.a member to be represented from each

nationality council in the region;

b. a member to be represented from each woreda

council in the region.
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4.

shall

chairperson and secretary among members,

2. The commission select its own

and perform its activties.

5. powers and Duties of the Commission

The commission shall have the following powers and

duties, pursuant to this proclamation:

Render the last decision by negotiating on any
constitutional affairs that are submmitted by the
council of constitutional inquiry;

cause to publish and distribute journals that
decisions shall be disclosed publiciy;

Issue its own work procedure directives;

Select its own chairperson and secretary.

6. Term of Office of the Commission Members

Term of office of the representative commission
members of the nationality and woreda councils
shall be the term of office of their representative

councils.

7. Service Charges of the Commission Members

The commission members shall be entitled for

perdiem and transport allowance to the days of
meeting. The particulars shall be determined by

directives that the comission shall issue.

8. Removal of the Commission Members from

their Responsibility

Any member of the commission shall be removed

from his responsibility by the following reasons:
Where the affairs is decided by the representative
nationality or the woreda council ;

Where he requests, a release by his own
initiative for the council that elected him, and it

shall have an acceptance;
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3. Where the removal of him is decided with the
2/3 of members of the commission, because of

his misconduct.

9. Substitution
1. Where a member of the commission died or
removed from his responsibility, pursuant to
cases indicated, under Article /8/ of this
proclamation, the commission shall notify to
the pertinent nationality or woreda council of

the affairs.

2. The nationality or woreda council that receives the
shall

commission members and send him within a short

case, select another member among

period of time.

11. Powers and Duties of the Chairperson of the

Commission
The chairperson of the commission shall have
powers and duties to direct the commission,
integrate members’ activities , to create a
conducive environment for commission activities

to be effective and prompt.

2. Without prejudice to the general provision of sub —
article /1/ of this Article, the chairperson of the
commission.

a. call for the meeting of the commission and direct
the meeeting , pursuant to the directives of the
commission;

b. cause to submit cases for members timely by
arranging cases that shal be Presented for the
commission;

c.ensure the quorum of the commission shall be
fullfiled;
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d. may organize different committees among the
commission members, as deemed as necessarry,
that shall prepare draft decision documents; on
issues that are submitted to the commission;

€. pass over the commission’s decions to the party that

submitted a request and to the pertinent bodies;

f. respect and cause to respect the commission work
procedure.

11. Powers and Duties of the Secretariat of the

Commission
The secretariat of the commission shall be
accountable to the chairperson of the
commission, and shall:

1. ensure the commission and varius committees
minutes, decision and other documents are

properly maintained /handled/ and protected;

2. Perform other duties that shall be rendered to
him by identifying with a chair person and
members of the commission.

12. Duty and Responsibility of Members of the

Commission

Any member of the commission shall :

1. attend any meeting of the commission, unless
prevented by sufficient reasons beyond his

control;

2. shall notify to the chairperson, in advance,
where he has a reason beyond his control, and
unable to attend a meeting;

3. take part in and be active participant in meeting
agendas of the commission , as well as, to
discharge its own responsibilty properly, make

his best efforts;
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4. discharge his own responsibility to respect and
cause to respect the constitution, with neutrality

and free mentality;

5. Perform by respecting regulations, directives and

work procedures that the commission works.

13. Meetings and Rules of Procedure of the

Commission

. The commissin shall hold a meeting , where

necessary to discharge constituticnal responsibility;

. The commission shall have a quorum, if members

more than half of it attend the meeting;

. The commission, may pass on its decision by

unanimous vote , after thoroughly examined the

case submitted to it;

. If no objections are raised on the rulling of the

commission members, it may be regarded as an

unanimous vote;

. If the commission can not decide on a case with an

unanimous vote, the opinion of the majority vote of
the members attending the meeting shall be

considered for a ruling.

. Where the vote is in tie , the party decision on the

side of the chairperon shall be the decision of the

commission;
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7. Notwithstanding the stipulated provisions from sub

—article /1/ upto /6/ of this Article, the commission ,

may issue particular directives; and, implement it

with regard to its internal procedure and the process

of decision making.

14. Office of the Commission

1. The secretarit of the council shall serve as the

commission office;

2. Without prejudice to the rendered powers and

duties of the regional secretariat of the council,

by its establishment proclamation in advance,

shall have the following special powers and

duties, pursuant to this proclamation:

a.

shall render general administrative service

for members of the commission;

shall call for meeting for the commission
members, distribute agendas and necessary

documents, and facilitate meeting halls;

cause to be maintained and protected, the
commission minutes, decision and other
documents, be properly registered ;

shall
distribution megazines and other printing

follow wup the preparation and
presses or products , that the commission

shall issue;

shall render a research service for the
commission;

shall support financially and perform other
related activities, that help for success of the

commission works.
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PART THREE
Interpretation of the Constitution

15. Interpreting the Constitution

1. The commission shall render the last
up draft

constitutional interpretation submitted to it,

decision, on proposal  of

by the council of constitutional inquiry;

2. A party disatisfied with the decision of the
council of constitutional inquiry of rejection

of case, relating to review of constitutional

interpretation may  appeal to the
commission.
16.Refering Cases to the Council of

Constitutional Inquiry

The commission shall refer directly, to the council

of Inqury, cases submitted to it, and needs

Interpretation of the constitution.

17. Principles for Executing Constitutional

Interpretation

1. The commission may identify and implement
principles of constitutional interpretation, which it
says relevant by examining and investigating, that
help to decide constitutional case submitted to it .

2. Where the constiutional case submitted to the

commission, pertains to the fundamental rights
and freedoms enshrined in the constituton, the
shall

interpretation, in a manner conforming to the

commission render a response of
principles of the universal declaration of human
rights, and international instruments adopted by

Ethiopia.
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18. Collection of Additional Evidences

The commission may gather additional evidences,

as deemed as necessary, prior to render a last

decision on cases of constitutional Interpretation.

19.Explanation and Confirmation of

Constitutionality

1.

unless otherwise proved to the contrary, the
enacted law is presumed to be consitutional,
while the commission starts to review its

constitutional;

Without prejudice to sub-article /1/ of this
Article, if the constitutionality of the law is
found to be controversial, the commission may
request a government body that has been
rendered power and duty to consult the

regional government on legal cases;

A pertinent regional government institution
may be ordered to appear before the
commission and explain, in accordance with
sub-article  /2/ of this Article, the
constitutionality of a controversial law on a

date fixed by the commission;

In addition to the provisions of sub-article /2/
and /3/ of this Article, prior to a decision is
made on the constitutionality of a law,the
commission may seek further explanation from
the court handling the case and the parties

involved in the case.
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20. Gathering Opinions

The commission may, prior to pass a final decision on

constitutional interpretations, call up on pertinent

institutions, professionals, and contending parties to

give their opinions.

21. Results of Decisions on Constititutional Cases

1.

The final decision of the commission on
constitutional interpretation shall have a general
effect. Threfore it shalll have an applicability on
similar constitutional matters that may arise in

the future;

The commission shall publicise the decision in
a special publication to be issued for this

purpose.

22. Unconstitutional Law

If part of a given law is decided that it is

unconstitutional, unless otherwise found necessary,

the effect of the final decision shall remain limited

to only that very law.

23. Time of Decision

Pursuant to the provision stipulated under sub
article /2/ of Article /70/ of the constitution, the

commission shall

decide within 60 days by

investigating the submitted case to it.
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24. The Content of the Decision

25.

1.

2.

The decision of the commission shall consist of
details of the constitutional case, justification for
whether constitutional interpretation was necessary

or not, and the decision it has finally made.

Effective _Date of the Decision on _the
Constitutional Issue
unless otherwise conspicuously stated in the

decision, the decision of the commission on
constitutional interpretation comes into effect as

of the date of the passing of the decision;

Notwithstanding to sub —article /1/ of this Article,
the commission may notify to the regional
government legislative body, to ammend, change,
or repeal the law in question within six months,
prior to a final decision of its unconstitutionality

is made.

26. Committees Formation

The commission may form various committees that
shall

recommendations submitted by the council of

submit recommendations, examining the
inquiry and cases that shall come with appeal by

objecting the decision.

27. Service Charge

Application  for  constitutional  interpretation

submitted to the commission shall be exempt, from

aservice charg.
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PART FOUR
MISSELANEOUS PROVISIONS

28. Finality and Enforceability of Ruling of

the Commision Decision

The commission, that shall render any decision on the
regional case submitted to it, shall be the final and not

be appelate.
29. Inapplicability of Laws

Any law, regulation, directives or customary practice,
wihich is inconsistent with this proclamation, shall not
be applicable on matters provided in this proclamation.

30.Power to Issue Directives

The commission may issue particular directives that are

necessary for complete implementation of this

proclamation provisions.

31. Effective Date

This proclamation shall come into force as of the date

of publication in the Zikre-Hig Gazzettee of the

Regional Government.

Done at Bahir Dar,
This 13" day of June,2015
Gedu Andargachew
President of the Amhara National Region



