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build democratic system, development and peace
sustainability in the region;
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WHERE AS, the Council of Constitutional inquiry is
established, pursuant to sub-article /1/ of Article /71/ of the
constitution, to investigate and submit constitutional inquiry
to the commission, that is vested with power to interpret the

national regional constitution;

WHERE AS, it is necessary to have orgnization and work
procedure, that shall enable to prompt and render effective
response, to the constitition interpretation inquries and the
council of inqury, is vested with power to investigate
constitutional inquiries, pursuant to Article /72/ of the

constitution;

NOW,THEREFORE, in accordance with the provision
of Article /49/ sub

constitution of the National Region, it is hereby

—article 3/1/ of the revised

proclams as follows.

PART ONE

General

1. Short Title

This proclamation may be cited as “the Amhara
National Regional State Council of Constitutional
Inquiry Establishment and Determination of its Work

Procedure Proclamation No 225/2015.”

2. Definition
Unless the Context otherwise requires, in this

proclamation:

a. “Constitution” means the Revised Ambhara
National Regional State Constitution, that shall
include ammendments;

b. “Constitutional Interpretation Commisson” means

called the

established organ, pursuant to sub —article /1/ of

Article /70/ of the stitution;

/hereafter “Commission” IS an
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A, “9Cac 0 AT PaA%l4 NLEP C. “Council” means the Council of Amhara
NAA NG 0T Y-t National Region;
d. “Speaker” means the speaker of this council;

oo, “ néd. MRS TINE PH.U- 9°AC W Al
Hh 10 ¢

w. Lo iUt AN TINT AN W e. “Govenmental Body ““ means regional legislative
AMER.: 7 ANL97Y LI hY , executive or judicial organ;
TCH71L A 10 ¢

A. u-}o‘n h{qé hatl.'t” 070,71 hhn]é 7“]% f “Sub'lnqulry Committee” means a Committee

aA0AF aohhd otk 2990750 AOAFS
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that shall be organized among council Inquiry
members, and their number shall not be less than

three.
0. "X/ AT HY  APE  aow /it g. “Office” means the Amhara National Regional
Pams 1M%®-7 NPT A1%.£n507
ALY P FAM@ Ph%lé- AN 9°hC
0 A/ 0 - G
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2. Mo (w7 23 eH1ado Lo

PO AN

secretariat, that has been rendered a responsiblity
to perform the council of inquiry works, pursuant
to this proclamation ;

h. “Person” means a natural or a juridical person;

I. The Last Decision” means a decision that is
finally investigated and not having an appelate.
2. Any provision stipulated in masculine geneder shall
also incorporate the feminine geneder.

PART TWO
nEA v-at

NA V1 o720 FAT ANéE Hh
awRP9°: +méyt: ALLBPETS
NAN7

Establishment, Accountablity, Organization

and Power of the Council of Consititutional

Inquiry

3.Establishment and Accountabiltiy

3. A @229°5 +mért
1. PAT1 NP DAN V-0 7 MNP
T4 AMS HA DY (A ‘AT
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a0l RrPA 71 700 KA 1/
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1. The Amhara National Regional State Council of
Inquiry of Constitutional Affairs /hereafter
called “the council of inquiry’”” is the

established organ, pursuant to sub —article /1/

of Article /71/ of the Constitution.
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2. The council shall be accountable to the
commission.
4. Members Composition of the Council of

Inquiry
The council of inquiry shall have the following

eleven members:

1. president of the regional  supreme

Court.............. chairperson

2. Vice president of the regional supreme court
......... vice chairperson

3. Six legal professionals that are wittnessed with
their professions efficiency and code of
conduct, shall be appointed with the national
regional council, submitted with the head of
the region .......... members.

4. Three representatives among members of the
council of the region shall be nominated by the

submitted  with  the

council, speaker

........... members.

5. Powers and Duties of the Council of Inquiry

The council of inquiry shall have the following
particular powers and duties, pursuant to this

proclamation:

1. Pursuant to sub-article /1/ of Article /72/ of the

constitution, the council of inquiry shall investigate
constitutional issues; when it finds necessary to
interpret the constitution, it shall submit to the
commission by preparing its own recommendation

on the issue;

2. Where it finds unnecessary to interpret the issue of

the constitution, it shall render a decision that it is

unncessary to interpet the constitution;
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3. submit annual performance and report of the
council to the commission;
4. Submit to the commission by preparing its own

management; and, shall implement upon approval,

5. perform other duties, rendered by the commission,

in relation with constitutional interpretation;

6. approve the manual of procedure, that the head of
the office submits, with regard to works of support

and follow up of the council.

6. Term of Office of the Council of Inquirty

Members

1. Term of office of the chairperson and vice
chairperson of the council of inquiry shall be the
term of office of the regional supreme court’s

president and vice president respectively;

2. Term of office of members of the council of inquiry,
that shall be represented by the regional council,
shall be the term of office of the council of the
region;

3. Term of office of members, of the council of inquiry
that shall be appointed, submitted by the head of

the region , shall be five years;

4. Notwithstanding sub —article /2/ and /3/ of this
Article provisions, members of the council that
shall be represented by the council of the region,
as well as, appointed with the submission of the
head of the region , my be elected for the second

time;
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7. Service Charge for Members of the Council

of Inquiry
1. Members of the council of inquiry shall be

entitled for proportional perdiem and transport

allowance to the days of meeting, and
rendering  additional  service, due to
membership, the particulars shall  be

determined by directives that the council shall

issue;

2. Notwithstanding sub-article/1/ of this Article,

members of the council that have been
nominated to work in sub-council of inqury,
shall not be entitled for additional perdiem and
transort allowance, in case of their
participation through this sub —council of

inquiry.

8. Removal of Members of the Council of Inquiry

from their Responsibilities

1. Chairperson and vice chairperson, of the council of
shall their

responsibilities, their

inquiry not be removed from

unless removed from
appointment of president and vice president of the

supreme court of the region respectively;

2. Any member of the council may be removed from his
responsiblity by the body that represented or
appointed him, prior to the end of the term of office,
with the exception of president and vice president of
the council of inquiry;

3. With the exception of president and vice president of
the council of inquiry, any member of the council of
inquiry may be removed from his responsiblity by
the following cases:

a. Where he requests removal from his own

initiation, for body that represented or



appointed him;
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b. Where it is ensured, that he commits
discipline offence or lacks magnificent
work skills and prompt, by the council of
inquiry, and it shall be approved by majority

vote of the council of the region.

9. Powers and Duties of the Council of Inquiry

1. The chaiperson of the council of inquiry shall

have powers and duties to direct the council,
integrate members’ activities and take
necessary measures to be effective and prompt

the activities of the council;

. Without prejudice to the general provision of

sub-article /1/ of this Article , chairperson of

the council of inquiry:

a. call for a meeting of the council of inquity ,
direct the meeting, pursuant to directives of
the council;

b. ensure the submitted cases, directly to the
council of inquiry or incase of sub-inquiry
committee, that shall be reached for

members properly;

c. may cause the  preparation  of
recommendation or appropriate draft
suggestion be made, by some of the
members on matters presented to the
council of inquiry by sub—inquiry

committee;

d. Respect and cause to respect directives and
procedure of the council of inquiry.

e. submit benefits , of members of the council
of inquiry to the council of inquiry , and

cause to be approved;
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f.  where members of the council of inquiry is
unfullfiled, the
pertinent body, that the substitute shall be

submit a request to
appointed or represented , instead of the
removed member from the responsibility of

the council, pursuant to this proclamation;

g. direct and supervise the office superiorly
in relation with the performance of the
council’s rendered responsibility by this

proclamation;

h. shall pass through decisions of the council

of inquiry to the pertinent bodies;

i. shall submit annual performance report of

the council of inquiry to the commission.

10.Powers and Duties of the Vice Chairperson

of the Council of Inquiry

Vice chairperson of the council shall:

1. Act duties of the council superiorly on behalf of
the chairperson of the council, where he is in
absence;

2. Perform other duties that shall be rendered to him
by identifying with the chair person or the council

of inquiry.

11. Nomination of Temporay Chairperson

Where the vice chairperson of the council of
inquiry is in absence, or under circumstance, he is
unable to perform duties on behalf of the chair-
person, a person among memers of the council
shall be delegated incase of chairperson of the

commission, to direct duties temporarily.



189 PA“Ie NP NAAR o070 UL h? PN &G 13 A2 06 . 7 2007 9.9°.

The Amhara National Regional State Zikre Hig Gazette No. 13 june 13 , 2015 page 9

12. PAMS HN%@ AMAT 20CT 144571

PrF @90 ChANS NG AOA:-

1. Q0E 071 aAvrT N0TPC hMe
10%0- 0°%.méa 7509 0040
AL, a7+ LYCOTA :
nae¢ °n7.e+ aNaa Ae P70y
arr evrr aaMe %o A-140,
ANPL LT aoP A0NT:

3. NAMS 1%a- 00O ORETSTT
a-ren 1r45e AL (174 NIeT
a4 A75.0-9° LVAEY
AT 007 P U140
LYCNI A

4. e 07 N7A0CS 17700h0C
MAATETT AT 197 VAS
VAL oo AAOT:

5. PAMS 1N%a7 oopAh9® a9°S -G
PaomN+G ?20mNe 2L,
AN

6. PAMNS FN%m7 avavd 05 N1 NCY T
MANC LTCNI AN

13. Pr01%o« P04 210
1. AMN¢ 1%o- 1920 o4 af05 0000
PLCIN
2. AN FI%o- ANAN. A7L ANLALTE
Yy A77dPo 700 RrdA /1/ btaddo-
074 L1 o-0r ONA0 Amé LTAA ::
3. PhAme MN%o- A0 PoLL® N1NVC

SC Wt A7 AT& ANLALTEYC

NMaAA. o0 (Hooldme 0915 o-9° P17

T ALLT LTAA ::

N

1% 10 PA“?4 NehéP NAAP oo 301 WAL D 2T €PC 13 A2 06 . 7 2007 %.9°.

12. Duties and Responsibilities of Members of the

Council of Inquiry

Any member of the council of inquiry:

1. attend any meeting of the council of inquiry,
unless prevented by sufficent reasons beyond
his control;

2. shall notify to the chairperson in advance where
he has a reason beyond his control and unable

to attend a meeting ;

3. take part in and be active participant in meeting
agendas of the council of inquiry, as well as , to
discharge its responsibility properly making his

best efforts;

4. discharge his responsibility to respect and cause
to respect the constitution, with neutrality and

free mentality;

5. Shall have a duty to protect and cause to protect

reputation and honor of the council of inquiry;

6. Shall respect directives and procedure of the
council of inqury.

13. Time of meeeting of the Council

1. The Council of inquiry shall hold a regular
meeting in each three months;

2. The chairperson of the council of inquiry may
call for meeting, less than the time specified
with sub-article /1/ of this Article, as deemed
as necessary;

3. The meeting of the council of inquiry shall be
held
necessary, it may be held at any towns of Zone,

in Bahir Dar town, as deemed as

selected in the region.
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14. Establishment of Sub-Inqury Committee

1. Hereafter called “ sub-inquiry committee” that
is accountable to the council of Inquiry, is

established with this proclamation;

2. The sub-inqury committee shall have at least
three members, including chairperson of the
sub-inquiry committeee, nominated with the
council of inquiry, that shall serve permanently

in the council of inquiry.

15.Duties and Responsibilites of the Sub-Inqury

Committee
The sub inquiry committee shall have the following
duties and responsibilities:

1. shall organize the counstitutional interpretation

issues suitable for rendering decisions,
pursuant to directives, that the council of
inquiry shall render;

2. Without prejudice to the general provision
stipulated with sub-article /1/ of this Article,
shall submit by identifying issues, that shall
need and not need constitutional interpretation ,
themes that shall help to decision, appropriate
laws , decisions and appropriate pracitises with
the necessary amount, to the council of its own
opinions supporting with  justification by

surveying .

16. Working Condition and Service Charge of

Members of the Sub-Inqury Committee

1. The working condition of members, of the sub-
inqury shall be

communal employement principle ; as deemed as

committce established on
necessary, if they are employees or appointees,
their working conditions shall be determined with
agreement,  that shall be conduted between

employers and the council;
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2. Memebers of the council who have been

nominated to work in the sub —ingury
committee, shalll be entitled to the determined
salary and benefits for the position they are
nominated by their employers.

17. Office of the Council of Inquiry

1. The secretariat of the council of the region
shall serve as the office of the council of
inquiry;

2. without prejudice to rendered powers and
duties by its establishment proclamation,
the secretariat of the council of the region
shall have the following special duties and

responsibilities:

a. render general administratve service to

members of the council of inquiry;

b. render a research service for the council of
inquiry;

c. call for a meeting to members of the council

of inquiry, distribute agendas and necessary

documents, and facilitate the confernce halls;

d. cause to be translated, when it encounters
participants of the meeting not knowing the
council’s woking language among participants

of the council of inquiry’s meeting;

e. cause to be maintained and protected the
council of inquiries minutes, decisions and
other documents, by being registered and

orgnized;
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f. Cause to be distributed by publishing magazines and
other documents that the council of inquiry shall

prepare, as well as, annual reports of it;

G. render or cause to be rendered breifing on procedure
the council of

the

and decisions of

with

inquiry

periodically, regard to pertinent

department customers;

h. cause to get appropriate seervice/ entertains of the

customers;

i. create or cause to be created awareness of people by
using various ways and methods about constitution,
Interpretation of constitution and other related

issues, collaborating with pertinent bodies;

J. render trainning about delivery of complaints for
professionals , who shall prepare constitutional

interpretation complaints;

k.coordinate internal and external activities of the

council of inquiry;

I.support financially and perform other activitities, that

help to the success of the council of inquiry works.

PART THREE

Interpretation of the Constitution

18._Formation

1. The council of inquiry shall investigate requests
submitted in writing that any law , customary
practice, or government body or decision of
official contravenes with the counstitution;
submit a resolution on the case, where it finds
necessary to interpret the constution , pursuant

to its investigation;
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2. Pursuant to sub- article /1/ of this Article, constitutional
interpretation issue may be submitted to the council of
inquiry:

a. If possible to be determined by the court,
where investigated before the court ,which
is vested with power ,

b. If possible to be determined by the
administrational body, to determine the
issue, where it gets the last decision,
submitted to the executive body, that is
vested with power hihrarchically;

c. The constitutional inquiry requests, on any
issue, that can not be decided with court
may be submitted to the council of
inquiry, by 1/3 or more than this number
of members of the council or by the

regional executive bodies.

19. Persns who may Request the Constitutional

Interpretation on Disputants in Court

1. where issues of constitutional interpretation
arise on cases handled by courts, such issues
may be submitted to the council of inquiry, by

the court or the interested party;

2. Without prejudice to the general provision of sub-
article /1/ of this Article , the pertinent party shall,
prior to submitting the case to the council of

inquiry, present his request to the court that has

handled the case, to send the constitutional

interpretation request to the council of inquiry;

3. Whereas, the court handling the case shall
submit it to the council of inquiry only if it
believes that there is a need for constitutional

interpretation in deciding the case;
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4. The court shall send the issue, to the council of

inquiry, that is necessary to render the

constitutional interpretation;

5. Where the court rejects the case , the pertinent
party may submit his request, to the council of
inquiry within 30 days from receipt of the

decision of the court;

6. The pertinent party shall submit a request to the
council of inquiry, that is necessary for rendering
the constitutional interpretation of the issue.

20. Inquiring for Constitutional Interpretation

of Cases Outside the Courts

1. Any person who alleges that his fundamental
rights and freedoms have been violated by the
rendered final decision, of any government
institution or official, may present his case to

constitutional

the council of inquiry for

interpretation;

2. Any appeal, under sub- article/1/ of this Article,

may be submitted to the council of inquiry, if
the case has been exhausted by the
geovernment institution having the power with

due hierarchy to consider it.

3. Where the request arises that laws that shall be
by the

contravenue to the counstitution, the pertinent court

issued regional legislative bodies,

of the issue or the pertinent party of the issue may

submit the request to the council of inquiry.
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21. Pending Cases

The council of inqury may order to be pending
cases in court, until it shall render a decision, by
investigating the interpretation request, that has
been forworded or submitted from the pertinent

party of the issue .

22. Query of the Constitution Interpretation

1. The query of interpretation of the constitution,
shall be determined by the query of the
complaint’s directives that shall be issued,

pursuant to this proclamation;

2. The request of constitutional interpretation
may be submitted with delegation or
representation.

23. Refering Cases

The chairperson of the council of inquiry may
refer, in advance to subinquiry committee
members, to be prepared professional comments

on the submitted issues.

24. Gathering professional Opinions

1. The Council of inquiry may , call up pertinent
institutions or professionals to appear in advance
of it and give opinions, prior to render his own
decision or submit a resolution to the commission,
on the submitted request of interpretation of the
council thereof ;

2. The council of inquiry may investigate any
evidence, cause to submiting it or
that

request by
calling up the professional, it believes

necessary to investigate the constitutional issue;
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26.

3. Any person that has been requested, to submit
evidence by the council of inquiry, shall have a duty

to submit the requested evidence immediately.

25. Case of Submission and Presiding over the
Meeting

1. Unless the submitted cases to the council has a
special case and determined to be investigated
in advance by the chairperson of the council ,
shall be

respectively;

investigated as their submission

2. Presiding over of the meeting and rendering
decision or procedure of submission of the
shall be

derectives, that the council of

recommendation determined by

inquiry shall
ISsue;

3. Where a case is investigated, it shall not be
postponed for the repeating appointment, unless

with a sufficient reasons;

4. The council of inquiry may notify clearly to the
public, that it investigated the issue, pursuant to
—article /1/ of Article /12/ of the

constitution of the region. The particulars of it

sub
shall be determined by directives that the
council of inquiry shall issue.

26. Meeting of the Council of Inquiry and
Procedure of Decision Rendering

1. The council of inquiry shall have a quorum if

two-thirds of the members are in attendance;

2. The quorum that shall render or arrive at a
decision, on the submitted case to it shall be

passed by majority vote;
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3. Where the rendered decision is in tie with both

parties, the party which the chairperson is

presented shall be a fundamental decision;

. The council of inquiry , that shall render

decisions or submit recommendations shall
incorporate  participants of the meeting,
complainers or their representatives, as well as,
full name of perons who render opinions and
details of the case , the rendered opinions and
other cases shall be determined by directives,

that the council of inquiry shall issue;

Decisions that shall be rendered or the
submitted recommendations by the council,
shall be signed by members of the council of

inquiry who participated in the meeting.

27. Decision and Recommendation

1. The Council of inquiry after investigating the

submitted request of interpretation of the

constitution:

a. where it finds that there is no need for
consitutional interpretation, it may reject the
case and notify of its decision in writing
thereof to the pertinent body;

b. where it believes necessary to interpret the
constitution, it shall  submit its
recommendations thereon, togerher with
testimonies and documents relating thereto

to the commission.
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2. The decision of the council or the
recommendation shall show briefly details
description of the submitted case; the reasons
that it needs or not needs interpretation of the
constitution and the result it reached ;

3. The time required for the council , to inform its
decision to the pertinent pary, pursuant to sub-
article /1/ (@) of this Article, as well as,
pursuant to sub —article /1/(b) of this Article, to
send the recommendation to the commission,
shall be determined by directives that it shall

issue thereof .

28. Copy of Decision Rendering to the

Pertinent Party and Appeal

1. A party dissatisfied with the decision of the
council of constitutional inquiry of rejection of
case, relating to review of constitutional
interpretation , where he requests the copy of
the decision, the head of the office cause to be

rendered the prepared copy of decision;

2. The accuracy of copy of decision shall be

approved by the appropriate head of the office;

3. Any party dissatisfied with the decision of the
council of constitutional inquiry, of rejection of
case relating to review of constitutional
interpretation, may submit his appeal preparing
with writing and attach the necessary evidences
to the commission, within 30 days after the
receipt of the decision. The decision that shall

be rendered by the commission shall be final
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29. Service Charge

Application for constitutional interpretation submitted
to the council of inquiry, shall be exempt from a
service charge.

PART FOUR
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
30._Duty to Cooperate

Any person is duty bound to execute or cause to
execute the orders, given by the council of inquiry

on matters within its jurisdiction.

31. Inapplicability of Laws

Any law, regularation, directives or customary

practice, which is inconsistent with this
proclamation, shall not be applicable on matters

provided in this proclamation.

32. Power to Issue Directives

Without prejudice to other stipulated provisions in
this proclamation, the council of inquiry may issue
different directives that are necessary to the full

implementation of this proclamation.

33. Effective Date

This proclamation shall come into force as of the date

of publication in the Zikre-Hig Gazzettee of the

regional government.

Done at Bahir Dar,
This 13" day of May, 2015
Gedu Andargachew

President of the Amhara National Region



